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About 
Shanelle Genai

Hey there! I'm Shanelle Genai, freelance
Entertainment and Features Writer living and

working in Los Angeles, CA. Originally heralding
from Little Rock, Arkansas, I currently serve as an
Entertainment Writer for The Root, a digital outlet

that provides thought-provoking and
entertaining commentary and news from a

variety of Black perspectives. In this role, my oft-
humorous and insightful pieces sit at the

intersection of race and pop culture.
 

Harnessing over 5 years of experience and a
love for all things TV, films, music, celebrity news

and pop culture, I've made my mark as an
established voice & creative in the industry.
Notable interviews include Jonathan Majors,
Hillary Clinton, Samuel L. Jackson, Idris Elba,
Taraji P. Henson, Issa Rae, Quinta Brunson,

Sterling K. Brown, Mahershala Ali and Oprah
Winfrey.

ADDITIONAL BYLINES

I've also been responsible for red carpet & live coverage
for major award shows like the Emmys and Golden
Globes as well as major events such as Sundance Film
Festival. I've also participated in countless TV/film
junkets.

In addition to my work at The Root, I've also been
featured in other publications and platforms like the
BBC, MSNBC, ESSENCE Magazine, Fortune Magazine,
Revolt and more. In 2022, I founded Thee Media Mavens,
a collective of Black Women creative professionals
across various industries and hosted nearly 100 women
for our inaugural Thee Media Mavens x ESSENCEFest
Takeover, sponsored by VH1.

With regard to future opportunities, I'd love to translate
my interviewing and cultural commentary skills to more
on-screen opportunities such as hosting, guest panels,
red carpet and live event correspondence

  SPECIALTIES 
-Daily Entertainment News Writing
- Entertainment & Celeb Features
-Cultural Commentary
- Long and Short-Form Storytelling

-Netflix
-Shadow & Act
-Blavity
-xoNecole
-Bleu Magazine



Cultural Commentary
Quoted/Featured In



 As an Entertainment Writer for The Root,
Shanelle provides analysis and covers

daily entertainment happenings across
film, music. TV, pop culture and social

media including but not limited to:
 

Black TV, Film and Music News
Trending Social Media Stories
Celebrity Features
Award Show Recaps 
Film Reviews and more!

 
 

https://www.theroot.com/oprah-set-to-executive-produce-upcoming-sidney-poitier-1848337863
https://www.theroot.com/a-e-announces-new-documentary-and-docuseries-about-the-1848425353
https://www.theroot.com/kanye-west-announces-official-drop-date-for-donda-2-1848433999
https://www.theroot.com/this-just-in-the-omarion-variant-has-touched-down-in-t-1848152489
https://www.theroot.com/this-just-in-the-omarion-variant-has-touched-down-in-t-1848152489
https://www.theroot.com/everybody-loves-abbott-elementarys-tyler-james-williams-1848373603
https://www.theroot.com/black-film-critics-awards-2021-will-smith-tessa-thomp-1848265432
https://www.theroot.com/review-a-jazzmans-blues-is-an-enthralling-melodrama-in-1849575107


Notable Celeb Features

Media Mogul Oprah Winfrey
Read more at theroot.com

 We wouldn’t be here, you
wouldn’t be there if there

wasn’t a Sidney Poitier—’cause
he kicked that door open for all

of us. So the platform that I
was able to sit on for 25 years,

the platforms that now
Reginald is able to explore
time and again through his
filmmaking, all of that was
made possible by Sidney

Poitier...

 ...who was solo doing it
alone for so many years

and is the first avenger. He
was the first one out there

doing it, doing it alone,
doing it with grace and

integrity.
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https://www.theroot.com/sidney-oprah-winfrey-reginald-hudlin-reflect-on-the-l-1849568119


Emmy-Nominated Actor Idris Elba
Read more at theroot.com

 I’m a dad and so when I
watch movies about father-

daughter, father-son
relationships, it always, always
pulls at my heart. At the same
time, with this film, there’s a big

thrill aspect to it: man vs.
beast...

 ...I just found that there
was a lot of combinations
here that, for a movie that
has an African-American
family at the heart of it, I

just felt that it felt different.
And something that could
really bring audiences to

the cinema to watch it and
take the whole family and

just go for a ride...
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https://www.theroot.com/idris-elba-will-packer-talk-teaming-up-again-for-beast-1849434585


Read more at theroot.com

We’re looking for women who use their

gutsiness on behalf of others. How do you

bring other people along? How do you stand

up to hate? How do you make a difference

when it comes to criminal justice or

preserving our planet. We’re looking for

people who are gutsy, but more than that,

who are using that gutsiness to make the

world a better place.
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Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton

https://www.theroot.com/hillary-chelsea-clinton-talk-being-a-gutsy-woman-hang-1849513990


Honorary Academy Award Winner Samuel L. Jackson
Read more at theroot.com

I’m always concerned with an
audiences take on the reality
of what’s happening and how

we portray situations and
people—in terms of not doing

something that’s crazy or
fantastic or something that’s
not honest to the people that
are sitting there watching...

 ...and treating them like
they’re smart enough to
understand what’s going

on and not beat them over
the head with the point...
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https://www.theroot.com/in-the-last-days-of-ptolemy-grey-samuel-l-jackson-is-1848642874


Emmy Nominated Actress Issa Rae

 For me, music is such a big
part of storytelling so to set

something specifically in
this world, like where we
had a reason to curate
music. Like, literally our
main characters are

making music, like come
on. That was extremely

exciting...

Read more at theroot.com
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https://www.theroot.com/rap-sh-t-issa-rae-and-syreeta-singleton-on-making-fema-1849316326


Emmy and SAG Award-Nominated Jonathan Majors
Read more at theroot.com

 It’s little things like that—which
are big things when you’re a
kid. Getting beat up on. But I

used it. [I] grew up without my
dad. You use those things. You

remember them. And I
remember them, every day.
Those things haunt you and

you can turn those ghosts into
spirits...

 ...And those spirits can
protect you, but it takes

work. And on a bad day, on
a dark night on a Tuesday,
they’ll come up. And I won’t
have anywhere to put’em.
But then you think about

what it is you’re here to do
and I go, ‘Yeah, that’s right.
In spite of that, I’m gonna

make this happen.
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https://www.theroot.com/heres-how-jonathan-majors-turned-negativity-into-fuel-f-1849787088?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=SocialMarketing&utm_campaign=dlvrit&utm_content=theroot


Other Interviews Include

David Oyelowo
Kendrick Sampson

Taraji P. Henson

Jeymes Samuel

Angela Lewis

Chiwetel Ejiofor

Regina Hall

Lisa Ann Walter

William Stanford Jones
SiR

Naomie Harris

Megan Good

Sheryl Lee Ralph

Jean Elie
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And Many More

Tyler James Williams

Quinta Brunson

Luke James

Dominique Fishback

Jay Ellis

Sterling K. Brown



 Notable Film Reviews and Commentary
 

"Till"

"Honk For Jesus. Save Your Soul."

"A Jazzman's Blues"

"Magazine Dreams""A Thousand And One"

"Young.Wild.Free".

https://www.theroot.com/the-upcoming-emmett-till-biopic-is-understandably-polar-1849332420
https://www.theroot.com/review-honk-for-jesus-save-your-soul-is-full-of-sanc-1849492240
https://www.theroot.com/review-a-jazzmans-blues-is-an-enthralling-melodrama-in-1849575107
https://www.theroot.com/sundance-2023-jonathan-majors-masterfully-delivers-del-1850017398?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=SocialMarketing&utm_campaign=dlvrit&utm_content=theroot
https://www.theroot.com/sundance-2023-teyana-taylor-stuns-as-a-struggling-moth-1850036574?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=SocialMarketing&utm_campaign=dlvrit&utm_content=theroot
https://www.theroot.com/sundance-2023-algee-smith-takes-a-convincing-turn-towa-1850026526?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=SocialMarketing&utm_campaign=dlvrit&utm_content=theroot


Ready to Work?

SHANELLEY08@GMAIL .COM

Let's Talk!


